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shellhouse
A new innovative cardboard collapsible shelter
An open network for the unsheltered homeless 

portable living

Measure the half way point opposite to the previously 

folded panels, and score a line across. Measure and draw 

two lines, 16cm on each side of this middle score. Draw two 

crossing diagonal lines (forming an X) connecting the two 

outside lines. These lines cross three folds, beginning at the 

first fold, crossing over the middle line at the second fold, 

and ending at the third fold.

Repeat this step as many 

times as necessary until there 

are no more panels, and 

make half cuts along them 

using a ruler and blade.

step 2.
cross-hatching the interior

Fold the entire piece of cardboard along the middle score. The 

lines and cuts should be hidden on the inside. Begin to refold the 

original accordian shape while making cups out of the diagonal 

incisions. This is done by pushing down on the intersecting point 

of the two diagonals and folding the accordian along the way.  

step 3.
making the cones Thank you for you dedication

to the Shellhouse project.Using a piece of cardboard roughly about 180cm by 225cm, 

measure and mark every 15cm opposite to the corrugations 

of the cardboard. Fold along these markings to make an 

accordian shape, alternating folds up and down. 

step 1.
preparing the cardboard

Once the base of the Shellhouse is complete (steps 1-3), 

mail it to this address:

St. Francis of Assisi Church

135  West 31st Street

Manhattan, NY

At this location, the Shellhouse is distributed to the local 

unsheltered homeless and a radio device is installed and 

programmed to transmit audio samples of the person's name, 

age and place of origin to a receiver. A wide-enough network of 

receivers and a strong signal will ensure safety, a sense of 

belonging, and an address for the unsheltered homeless. 

This is a work in progess that hopes to evolve to more 

sophiticated means of connecting the unsheltered homeless, 

helping them become a visible and active part of society.

step 4.
making the connection

16
 c

m


